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From the Manager’s Desk
Airport Advisory Committee
The City Commission has established an Airport 
Advisory Committee to help guide airport planning 
and make recommendations to the City Commission 
on all things involved with airport operations.  The 
goal of the Committee is to hear from users of the 
airport,  therefore several Committee members will be 
pilots.  The City Commission also wants input from City 
residents, so two seats on the Committee are required 
to be filled by residents of the City.  

If you are someone, or you know of someone, who 
lives in the City and has an interest or background in 
aviation please contact Mark Gifford at 231-592-4058 or 
mgifford@cityofbr.org.  The airport is a great resource 
for the region and the growth and development of the 
airport is important to the City and surrounding areas.  

Hello, I am Ryan Myers, a Sergeant for the Big Rapids 
Department of Public Safety (BRDPS), Police Division.  I 
am originally from Winchester, Virginia and completed 
my bachelor’s degree in criminal justice from Bluefield 
College in Virginia. After college, I was hired as a police 
officer for Vienna, Virginia and worked there for 7 years.  
During this time, my wife and I had two children and 
we were consistently visiting family in Big Rapids.  In 
June 2014, I was hired on by BRDPS and we moved to 
Big Rapids.  I was promoted to Sergeant in December 
of 2018. 

As Sergeant for the police division, I am responsible 
for managing and supervising my shift of officers.  
These responsibilities include all normal police duties, 
like any officer, but are augmented with making sure 
the day to day operation for my shift are completed, 

At the City Commission
On Monday, October 21, the City Commission acted 
on several points of business including:
• Adopting a new fee schedule for the 

Neighborhood Services Department, 
• Amending the Zoning Ordinance to allow 

Construction Equipment Sales, Service, and 
Rental businesses in the Industrial District, 

• Signing a two year agreement with Consumers 
Energy to participate in the Demand Response 
Program, and 

• Approving an addendum to the Wastewater 
Agreement with Big Rapids Township regarding 
the Supervisor’s Park lift station.

Commission meetings are always open to the public. 
You are welcome to join on the 1st and 3rd Monday 
of the month at 6:30 PM at City Hall.
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evaluating officer’s work performance and handling 
additional tasks as they are presented.  One of my 
supplemental responsibilities places me in charge of 
the department’s property and evidence room. 

The management of the evidence and property 
room is a daily task due to the intake and outflow 
of evidence and property.  This responsibility has 
granted me greater access to policy and procedure 
for BRDPS.  I have been able to create new procedures 
for how evidence and property are handled within 
the department and have simplified our processes to 
ensure our officers are working efficiently. 

The City of Big Rapids is our home and since we moved 
here my wife and I have had two more children.  We 
have connected with the community in so many ways 
and feel that the City of Big Rapids community has a 
lot to offer.  With young children, our family enjoys 
attending the events across the city and at Ferris State 
University.  One of the my most favorite events for 
the City is the National Night Out event that BRDPS 
puts on.  This event gives me and our department the 
chance to interact with the community in a uniquely, 
fun way. 

I would also like to take the opportunity to comment 
on how much support our community has for our 
department. Police work has always and will continue 
to be a great profession, but it is more fulfilling 
when so many people thank us for protecting and 
serving.  Listening to how our community views our 
department and how we are held in such high respect 
is honoring and creates an appreciation in me. Thank 
you all for the opportunity to serve. 

By the Numbers: 10/07-10/20
Dial-a-Ride Service
• 7,348 Total Passengers
• 3,356 Demand Response Passengers
• 548 Adult Riders and 1,119 Child Riders
• 1,689 Senior or Disabled Riders
• 3,992 Ferris Shuttle Riders

Thank you Commissioner Anderson
City Commission Lynn Anderson will be serving in 
her final Commission Meeting in November. In honor 
of her many years of dedicated service to the City, a 
small reception will take place at the City Commission 
meeting on Monday, November 11 at 6:30PM. Please 
come and support the City in thanking Commissioner 
Anderson for her service.

Meet and Greet continued.

November 5 Election Note
Your polling place may have changed. For this 
election, all City residents will vote at City Hall. All 
others, please check with your township Clerk.

Upcoming Events
Big Rapids Community Library

• Line up at the Library on Oct 26 at 10:30AM for the 
start of the Fall Fest Costume Parade.

• Celebrate Halloween with a Scavenger Hunt at the 
Library on October 31, from 11AM-7PM.

• Come to a Board Game Night at the Library in honor 
of International Games Week. Teens and Adults on 
Nov 5 from 4-6PM or Family Night on Nov 7 from 
4-6PM. Bring your own game or play one of ours!

• Mary’s Book Club will be discussing The Library 
Book by Susan Orlean at noon on Nov 15.

Visit the Library website www.bigrapids.lib.mi.us to 
learn more or access your Library account.

City, Village, and Township 
Revenue Sharing (CVTRS)
The State of Michigan’s CVTRS program requires 
local governmental units to meet certain criteria in 
order to qualify for revenue sharing payments. The 
purpose of the program is to establish a level of 
accountability and transparency for municipalities. 
A variety of key operational performance metrics are 
available on the City’s website that provide insight 
into the City’s finances. Documents are available 
under “Fiscal Accountability and Transparency” on 
the sidebar of the City home page.


